
OPTIONAL ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT, FINDING OF NO SIGNIFICANT 
IMPACT, and DECISION RECORD FORM1 

 
ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT 

 
EA Number: OR-080-03-08 
 
BLM Office:  Cascades Resource Area, Salem District Office, 1717 Fabry Road SE, Salem, 
Oregon, 97306 
   
Proposed Action Title: Wildwood Recreation Site Sewer and Water System Upgrade 
 
Type of Project:  Replacing aging sewer and water system components and adding new 
facilities where needed. 
 
Location of Proposed Action:  Township 2 South, Range 7 East, Section 31, Willamette 
Meridian located approximately 12 miles east of the City of Sandy (See Appendix 3). 
 
Conformance with Applicable Land Use Plan:  The proposed action is in conformance with 
the following documents: RMP (Salem District Record of Decision and Resource Management 
Plan), dated May 1995 (pg. 41 [“provide a wide range of developed and dispersed recreation 
opportunities that contribute to meeting projected recreation demand within the planning area”]; 
Salmon River Watershed Analysis, dated 1995; the Record of Decision for Amendments to Forest 
Service and Bureau of Land Management Planning Documents Within the Range of the Northern 
Spotted Owl and Standards and Guidelines for Management of Habitat for Late-Successional 
and Old-Growth Forest Related Species Within the Range of the Northern Spotted Owl, dated 
April 1994; and the Record of Decision for Amendments to the Survey and Manage, Protection 
Buffer, and Other Mitigation Measures Standards and Guidelines, dated January, 2001, and the 
Salmon National Wild and Scenic River Management Plan, dated 1993. 
 
The proposed action is also compliance with or contributes to meeting the following goals and 
objectives identified in the Bureau of Land Management’s (BLM) National Strategic Plan (FY 
2000 - 2005).   The strategy’s Mission Goal 01.01 calls for “Providing opportunities for 
environmentally responsible recreation.” As part of this Mission Goal 01.01, Long-Term Goal 
1.1.1 calls for, “75% of physical facilities with Special Recreation Management Areas to be in 
good or fair condition by Fiscal Year, 2005.”  Fiscal Year 2005 would end on September 30th, 
2005.  The proposed action would contribute towards meeting both of these goals. 
                                                           
1  Pursuant to BLM Handbook 1790-1, Rel. 1-1547, 10/25/88, page IV-11, it is appropriate to use this 
optional form when all the following conditions are met: 1/ Only a few elements of the human 
environment are affected by the proposed action; 2/ Only a few simple and straightforward mitigation 
measures, if any, are needed to avoid or reduce impacts; 3/ There are no program-specific documentation 
requirements associated with the action under consideration; 4/ The proposed action does not involve 
unresolved conflicts concerning alternative uses of available resources and, therefore, alternatives do not 
need to be considered; 5/ The environmental assessment is not likely to generate wide public interest and 
is not being distributed for public review and comment; and 6/ The proposed action is located in an area 
covered by an existing land use plan and conforms with that plan. 
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Purpose of and Need for Action: Wildwood Recreation Site was constructed in the early 
1970’s.  Since that time, very little work has occurred on the park’s sewer and water system.  At 
the request of the BLM, an evaluation of Wildwood’s sewer and water system was recently 
conducted by OTAK Inc., an architectural and engineering firm.  They made several 
recommendations for work needed.  Recreation staff also identified additional sewer hook-ups 
needed for volunteer host sites and a new restroom for the Salmon River Shelter.  Currently, 
portable sewer tanks and restrooms are being rented to meet these needs. 
 
Description of the Proposed Action:  See the Project Map in Appendix 3 for the location of the 
proposed action described below. 
 
Sewer Tanks Replacement:  Three existing steel sewer tanks in the Family Picnic Area would 
be replaced with 1,500-gallon concrete tanks.  Lift Station #1 would be replaced with a new 
pump, pump basin and a 1,500-gallon concrete tank.  Lift Station #3 would be replaced with a 
new pump, pump basin and a 2,000-gallon concrete tank.  Lift Station #4 would be replaced with 
a new pump, pump basin and a 1,500-gallon concrete tank.  The installation of replacement tanks  
and pump basins would involve digging up an area approximately 20 feet wide by 20 feet long 
and 10 feet deep.  All of the sites are relatively flat and erosion control devices would be used at 
any sites near streams if needed.   
 
Additional Sewer System Hook-ups:  Each of the new sewer hook-up sites would need a 
1,000-gallon concrete tank installed.  The installation of the new tanks would involve digging up 
an area approximately 15 feet wide by 15 feet long and 10 feet deep.  The Family Area Host Site 
already has a pipe in place under pavement for hooking the new tank into the sewer system.  The 
Trailhead Area Host Site and the Shop Host Site would each need approximately 150 feet of new 
pipe to connect into the sewer system.  The Mountain View Shelter would need approximately 
400 feet of new pipe to connect into the sewer system.  The Pioneer Shelter would need 
approximately 250 of new pipe to connect into the sewer system.  The Family Picnic Area 
Restroom would require approximately 600 feet of new pipe to connect into the proposed 
Salmon River Shelter Restroom Tank.  The installation of the pipe would require digging a 
trench the length of each pipe segment and two to four feet wide and four to eight feet deep.        
 
Pump Replacement in Sewer Tanks and Lift Stations: In addition to those described above 
several tank pumps may be replaced.  The pump and pump basin for Lift Station #2 would be 
replaced.  This would involve digging up an area approximately five feet wide by five feet long 
and five feet deep. 
 
Salmon River Shelter Restroom Building:  A small two-person accessible restroom, with a 
character similar to the Salmon River Shelter, would be constructed.  The restroom would be 
approximately 15 feet wide by 20 feet long in size.  The restroom would be located at the current 
location of the portable restroom or just across the trail in an existing picnic site. An existing 
sewer line runs directly under both proposed locations.  Existing water and electrical lines run 
along the trail leading from the parking lot past both potential restroom sites to the Salmon River 
Shelter.  The final choice between the two potential locations would be based on final design 
recommendations by OTAK for hooking into existing sewer, electrical, and water lines.    
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Work on existing drain field lines:  New distribution boxes would be installed on existing drain 
field lines to improve distribution of liquids.  Approximately 150 feet of additional drain field 
line may be installed to better connect and utilize existing lines.  The trenches for the lines would 
be approximately two feet wide and up to two feet deep. 
 
Side Channel Sewer Pipeline Cover:  An existing sewer line passes through a side channel of 
the Salmon River that runs through the park.  The line is located near a footbridge, upstream of 
the underwater viewing chamber.  The pipe currently has a six-inch diameter cast iron sleeve 
protecting it.  Approximately two to four cubic yards of clean river rock would be grouted to the 
weir to make it appear more natural.  The grouting material used would be compatible with in-
stream use.  Water flow would not be completely blocked, but sandbags would be used to keep 
water away from the part of the weir being constructed.  Approximately 10 cubic yards of clean 
river rock rip-rap would be installed along the southern bank near bridge footing and the pipeline 
to help provide additional protection from erosion.  The work would be completed during the in-
stream work period, which extends from July 15th through August 31st.  
 
Water System Work:  An existing 3,000-gallon steel contact tank located just outside the well 
house would be replaced with a 3,000-gallon fiberglass tank or two 1,500-gallon tanks located 
under picnic site #37.  This would involve digging up an area approximately 20 feet wide by 20 
feet long and 15 feet deep and then rebuilding the picnic site after the work was completed.  The 
electrical control panels in the well house would be replaced.  The well shaft/pump would be 
removed, evaluated and possibly rebuilt. 
 
Irrigation System Work:  A new meter would be installed at the main irrigation valve to 
monitor water use.  The current stone block structure does not allow enough room to house a 
meter.  The existing structure would be removed and replaced with a small building that would 
protect and provide easy access to the valves and meter.  The new building would be 
approximately 12 feet wide by 25 feet long.  The irrigation pump inverters located in the eastern 
group use area restroom would be replaced.  
 
Other work as needed:  OTAK may identify additional work on the sewer or water system in 
their final design recommendations.  The proposed work would be reviewed by the appropriate 
specialists and would be completed under this environmental assessment if no resource issues are 
identified.   

Design Features: 

Noxious Weeds and Invasive Plant Species:  Prior to entering BLM lands, ground disturbing 
and off-road machinery would be washed so that it is free of noxious weed/invasive plants seed 
and plant parts.  Replanting with native vegetation would occur where necessary.   
 
Sewage Pumping:  All sewage pumping required, would be done by a licensed service provider. 
 
Equipment Refueling:  Refueling of equipment would only be allowed in parking areas. 
 

Wildwood Recreation Site Sewer and Water System Upgrade EA/FONSI/DR  EA#OR080-03-08 3

Consultation:  Contract design features would comply with the Consultation guidance listed in 
Appendix 2.  



Permits:  All local, state or federal permits required for this project will be obtained prior to 
implementation. 
 
Consultation and Public Involvement: Pursuant to Section 7 of the Endangered Species Act, 
this project was consulted on with the United States Fish and Wildlife Service for the northern 
spotted owl under the FY2002-2003 Programmatic Disturbance Only Biological Opinion.  
Consultation with NOAA Fisheries for Lower Columbia River steelhead trout and chinook 
salmon and Columbia River chum salmon, all listed as threatened, and Lower Columbia/ 
Southwest Washington coho salmon which are candidates for listing, was completed under the 
Endangered Species Act – Section 7 Consultation Biological Opinion for 10 Categories of Forest 
Service and Bureau of Land Management Programmatic Activities in Northwestern Oregon 
(BO), provided that the Project Design Criteria on page 11 of the BO are adhered to, and that the 
Term and Conditions on pages 43-45 of the BO are met.  The Project Design Criteria and the 
Terms and Conditions are included Appendix 2. 
 
In compliance with the National Environmental Policy Act, the proposed action was listed in the 
March 2003 edition of the quarterly Salem District Project Update, which was mailed to over 
1,200 addresses.  No public comments were received in response to this scoping.   
 
Affected Environment:  The project area is within the Matrix and Riparian Reserve Land Use 
Allocations, as identified in the RMP.  Refer to Appendix 1 of this EA for a discussion of the 
environmental elements potentially affected.  
 
Wildwood Recreation Site is located along the Salmon Wild and Scenic River.  While some 
work may occur on existing facilities within a Riparian Reserve, no riparian vegetation would be 
disturbed.  The Lift Station #3 and restroom just east of the underwater viewing chamber are 
closest (within 70 feet) to the stream side-channel running through the park.  The areas between  
the facilities and the stream are already disturbed and do not appear to have riparian vegetation.  
The area is flat, so erosion into the side channel is not expected.   
 
Areas around the maintenance shop where work is proposed are already disturbed and do not 
have native vegetation.  Vegetation around the existing irrigation valves and Mountain View and 
Pioneer Shelters consists of planted grasses.  Vegetation around the existing sewer drain field 
lines consists of an overstory with conifer and hardwood trees and an understory dominated by 
sword fern, Oregon grape and salal.  Areas around both host sites are disturbed, but still have 
some native vegetation consisting primarily of vine maple and sword fern.  Vegetation around 
the existing restrooms and Lift Station #3 where tanks would be replaced are grassy with some 
blackberry.  Both potential sites for the new Salmon River Restroom have no ground cover 
vegetation.  Removal of one to two hardwood trees less than 20 inches in diameter maybe 
necessary to allow room for the building.  The new water contact tank would be located under an 
existing picnic site. 
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APPENDIX 1  
EVIRONMENTAL ELEMENTS  

 
In accordance with law, regulation, executive order and policy, an interdisciplinary team 
reviewed the elements of the environment below to determine if they would be affected by the 
proposed action described in Environmental Assessment Number OR-080-03-08. The following 
three tables summarize the results of that review.  
 

Table 1.  Critical Elements of the Environment.  This table lists the critical elements of the 
environment, which are subject to requirements specified in statute, regulation, or executive order and 
the interdisciplinary team’s predicted environmental impact per element if the proposed action was 
implemented. 

CRITICAL 
ELEMENTS OF THE 
ENVIRONMENT 

ENVIRONMENTAL EFFECT 
 

INTERDISCIPLINARY TEAM’S 
COMMENTS 

Air Quality None The creation of any airborne particulates 
other than minor dust is not expected. 

ACEC (Area of Critical 
Environmental 
Concern) 

None There area no ACEC’s located within the 
project area.  

Cultural, Historic, and 
Paleontological  

None There are no known cultural resource sites 
located within the project area.  If cultural 
resources are found during the 
implementation of the proposed action, the 
project may be redesigned to protect the 
cultural resource values present, or 
evaluation and mitigation procedures would 
be implemented based on recommendations 
from the District Archaeologist.  

Native American 
Religious Concerns 

None There are no known Native American 
Religious Concerns. 

Threatened or 
Endangered Plant 
Species or Habitat 

None There are no known T&E plant species 
within the project area.   

Threatened or 
Endangered Wildlife 
Species or Habitat 

Based upon the potential for 
noise disturbance to northern 
spotted owl (NSO), the project is 
not likely to adversely affect the 
NSO, and would have “No 
Effect” on designated Critical 
Habitat. 

Disturbance only, no suitable habitat 
modification proposed.  No known T&E 
wildlife species within disturbance range of 
the project. 
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Table 1.  Critical Elements of the Environment.  This table lists the critical elements of the 
environment, which are subject to requirements specified in statute, regulation, or executive order and 
the interdisciplinary team’s predicted environmental impact per element if the proposed action was 
implemented. 

CRITICAL 
ELEMENTS OF THE 
ENVIRONMENT 

ENVIRONMENTAL EFFECT 
 

INTERDISCIPLINARY TEAM’S 
COMMENTS 

Threatened or 
Endangered Fish 
Species or Habitat 

 “May affect, likely to adversely 
affect” Lower Columbia River 
steelhead & coho.  “No effect” 
to Lower Columbia River 
chinook salmon or Columbia 
River chum salmon. 

See page 3 for details of consultation for 
ESA listed fish and Appendix 1. 

Prime or Unique Farm 
Lands 

None There are no prime or unique farmlands 
located within the project area.  

Flood Plains None There are no flood plains located within the 
project area.  

Hazardous or Solid 
Wastes  

None All wastes associated with the replacement 
of the sewer tanks and any other water or 
sewer system components will be disposed 
of in accordance with state and federal laws.

Water Quality (Surface 
and Ground) 

Minimal effect on water quality. Any work near steams will be done to 
minimize possible erosion of sediments into 
the stream.   

Wetlands/Riparian 
Zones 
(Executive Order 
11990, Protection of 
Wetlands, 5/24/77) 

Minimal Restroom tanks proposed for replacement 
are located within riparian zones.  These 
areas currently have grass and some 
blackberry cover, but do not have riparian 
vegetation. 

Wild and Scenic Rivers None No effects to outstandingly remarkable 
values or to the free-flowing character of 
the Salmon Wild and Scenic River are 
expected.  

Wilderness None There is no wilderness located within the 
project area.  

Invasive, Nonnative 
Species (includes 
Executive Order 13112, 
Invasive Species, 
2/3/99) 

None Ground disturbing equipment will be free of 
mud and plant parts prior to operating in the 
area.  Weed free and locally adapted native 
plant materials would be used when seeding 
is needed. 
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Table 1.  Critical Elements of the Environment.  This table lists the critical elements of the 
environment, which are subject to requirements specified in statute, regulation, or executive order and 
the interdisciplinary team’s predicted environmental impact per element if the proposed action was 
implemented. 

CRITICAL 
ELEMENTS OF THE 
ENVIRONMENT 

ENVIRONMENTAL EFFECT 
 

INTERDISCIPLINARY TEAM’S 
COMMENTS 

Environmental Justice 
(Executive Order 
12898, Federal Actions 
to Address 
Environmental Justice 
in Minority Populations 
and Low-income 
Populations, 2/11/94) 

None The proposed action is not anticipated to 
have adverse human health or 
environmental effects on minority 
populations and low-income populations. 

 
 

Table 2. Other Elements of the Environment.  This table lists other elements of the environment, 
which are subject to requirements specified in law, regulation, policy, or management direction and the 
predicted environmental impact per element if the proposed action was implemented. 

ELEMENTS OF THE 
ENVIRONMENT 

ENVIRONMENTAL 
EFFECT INTERDISCIPLINARY TEAM’S COMMENTS

Land Uses (including mining 
claims, mineral leases, etc.) 

None There are no known mining claims or mineral 
leases located within the project area.  

Minerals  None  

Recreation  Improvement Sewer and water system facilities would be 
updated, reducing the chance of failure.  The new 
restroom and host site hook-ups would improve 
visitor services. 

Soils  Minimal The proposed action is occurring in areas that are 
relatively small with soils that have been 
previously disturbed and compacted 

Visual Resources Minimal The project area falls within Visual Resource 
Management Class II guidelines, which call for 
the retention of the existing landscape character.  
The proposed action is consistent with this 
guidance.   
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Table 2. Other Elements of the Environment.  This table lists other elements of the environment, 
which are subject to requirements specified in law, regulation, policy, or management direction and the 
predicted environmental impact per element if the proposed action was implemented. 

ELEMENTS OF THE 
ENVIRONMENT 

ENVIRONMENTAL 
EFFECT INTERDISCIPLINARY TEAM’S COMMENTS

Water Resources (including 
Aquatic Conservation 
Strategy Objectives, 
beneficial uses, etc.) 

Minimal The proposed action would not retard or prevent 
the attainment of the Aquatic Conservation 
Strategy objectives (see Table 3).  The proposed 
action would have no effect on the following 
beneficial uses: Public Water Supply, Private 
Domestic Water Supply, Irrigation, Maintenance 
of Aesthetic Quality, and Recreation.  As 
previously discussed in Table 1, the proposed 
action would have no effect on the Wildlife and 
Fisheries beneficial uses.  Additionally, the 
proposed action would have no effect on the 
following elements:  DEQ (Oregon Department 
of Environmental Quality) 303d listed streams, 
DEQ 319 assessment, water temperature and 
water quantity, and would have minimal effect 
on sedimentation (see Table 1, Water Quality for 
more detail). 

Coarse Woody Debris Minimal Minimal amounts of course woody debris may 
need to be moved slightly from specific locations 
during work (i.e. border logs around shelters), 
but would not be removed from the general area. 

Bureau Sensitive and Special 
Attention Plant 
Species/Habitat (including 
Survey and Manage, and 
protection buffer species) 

None There are no known Bureau sensitive and special 
attention plant species/habitat located within the 
project area.  Since the proposed action does not 
entail any “habitat disturbing” actions, there is no 
requirement to perform pre-project surveys.  

Bureau Sensitive and Special 
Attention Wildlife 
Species/Habitat (including 
mammal Survey and Manage 
and mollusks)  

None There are no known Bureau sensitive and special 
attention wildlife species/habitat located within 
the project area.  Since the proposed action does 
not entail any “habitat disturbing” actions, there 
is no requirement to perform pre-project surveys.

Fish Species with Bureau 
Status and Essential Fish 
Habitat  

None There are no known Bureau sensitive and special 
attention fish species/habitat located within the 
project area.  Project would have “no effect” on 
Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and 
Management Act Essential Fish Habitat. 

Rural Interface Areas None No impacts to Rural Interface areas are expected. 
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Table 2. Other Elements of the Environment.  This table lists other elements of the environment, 
which are subject to requirements specified in law, regulation, policy, or management direction and the 
predicted environmental impact per element if the proposed action was implemented. 

ELEMENTS OF THE 
ENVIRONMENT 

ENVIRONMENTAL 
EFFECT INTERDISCIPLINARY TEAM’S COMMENTS

Coastal Zone (affect on “any 
land or water use or natural 
resource of the coastal zone.”  
The determination of effects 
should include “direct, 
indirect, cumulative, 
secondary, and reasonably 
foreseeable effects”)  

None The proposed action is not located within 
Oregon’s Coastal Zone boundary and is not 
governed by the Oregon Coastal Management 
Program. 

 
 

Table 3.  Aquatic Conservation Strategy Objective Review Summary.  This table documents the 
predicted effects on the nine ACS (Aquatic Conservation Strategy) Objectives identified on pages 5-6 of 
the Salem District Resource Management Plan, dated May 1995, if the proposed action was 
implemented. 

 
Aquatic Conservation Strategy 
Objectives 
 

Does the project retard 
or prevent attainment of 
this ACS objective? 

Remarks / References 
If yes, how? 
If no, why not?  

1) Maintain and restore the distribution, 
diversity, and complexity of watershed and 
landscape-scale features to ensure 
protection of aquatic systems to which 
species, populations and communities are 
uniquely adapted. 

Yes               No    __    
N/A   X 

The proposed action does not 
affect any watershed or 
landscape features.   

2) Maintain and restore spatial and temporal 
connectivity within and between 
watersheds.  

Yes               No             
N/A   X     

The proposed action would 
have no effect on the spatial 
and temporal connectivity 
within and between 
watersheds. 

3) Maintain and restore physical integrity of 
the aquatic system including shorelines, 
banks and bottom configurations.   

Yes               No           
N/A   X    

The replacement of one 
restroom tank would take 
place near a shoreline, but is 
not expected to affect 
shoreline or bank integrity.   

4) Maintain and restore water quality 
necessary to support healthy riparian, 
aquatic, and wetland ecosystems. 

Yes               No     X  
N/A       

Minimal, if any, sediment 
inputs into streams is expected 
from the proposed action.   

Wildwood Recreation Site Sewer and Water System Upgrade EA/FONSI/DR  EA#OR080-03-08 12



Table 3.  Aquatic Conservation Strategy Objective Review Summary.  This table documents the 
predicted effects on the nine ACS (Aquatic Conservation Strategy) Objectives identified on pages 5-6 of 
the Salem District Resource Management Plan, dated May 1995, if the proposed action was 
implemented. 

 
Aquatic Conservation Strategy 
Objectives 
 

Does the project retard 
or prevent attainment of 
this ACS objective? 

Remarks / References 
If yes, how? 
If no, why not?  

5) Maintain and restore the sediment regime 
under which aquatic ecosystems evolved.  

Yes               No ___ 
N/A X   

The proposed action would not 
affect sediment regime. 

6) Maintain and restore in-stream flows 
sufficient to create and sustain riparian, 
aquatic, and wetland habitats and to retain 
patterns of sediment, nutrient, and wood 
routing. 

Yes               No        
N/A  X    

The proposed action would 
have no effect on in-stream 
flows. 

7) Maintain and restore the timing, 
variability, and duration of floodplain 
inundation and water table elevation in 
meadows and wetlands.  

Yes               No          
N/A   X   

The proposed action would 
have no effect on timing, 
variability or water table 
elevations.   

8) Maintain and restore the species 
composition and structural diversity of plant 
communities in riparian areas and wetlands 
to provide adequate summer and winter 
thermal regulation, nutrient filtering, and 
appropriate rates of surface erosion, bank 
erosion, and channel migration, and to 
supply amounts and distributions of coarse 
woody debris sufficient to sustain physical 
complexity and stability.  

Yes               No    X      
N/A ___ 

Minor disturbances to 
vegetation within the riparian 
reserve are expected.  These 
areas have already been 
disturbed by the presence of 
the facility, so no riparian 
vegetation is present and the 
scope of the project is small 
and should not affect overall 
plant communities. 

9) Maintain and restore habitat to support 
well-distributed populations of native plant, 
invertebrate, and vertebrate riparian 
dependent species.    

Yes               No      X 
N/A         

See response to ACS objective 
# 8. 
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APPENDIX 2  
 SECTION 7 CONSULTATION TERMS AND CONDITIONS 
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APPENDIX 3 
VICINITY MAP AND PROJECT MAP 
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APPENDIX 4 
APPEALS FORM 1842-1 
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	Design Features:
	Noxious Weeds and Invasive Plant Species:  Prior to entering BLM lands, ground disturbing and off-road machinery would be washed so that it is free of noxious weed/invasive plants seed and plant parts.  Replanting with native vegetation would occur where
	Equipment Refueling:  Refueling of equipment would only be allowed in parking areas.


